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     The Scarab Club  continues to 
participate in several initiatives that 
are making a difference in our op-
erations.  Last year the SC was in-
vited by the DeVos Institute of Arts 
Management at the Kennedy Center 
to participate in its program Capac-
ity Building: Detroit.  The two-year 
training program is funded by a 
$22.5 million grant  from Betsy and 
Dick DeVos of Grand Rapids.  
“Recognizing the challenges facing 
arts organizations in Detroit, the 
DeVos Institute, the Kresge Founda-
tion, and the Cultural Alliance of 
Southeastern Michigan partnered on 
this initiative designed to serve the 
city’s vital arts community—which, 
like many others, was seriously af-
fected by the current recession.”  
     By participating in this program 
the SC seeks to achieve the follow-
ing goals:  1. Assistance in continu-
ing to cultivate an environment 
where artists, patrons and the public 
feel valued and appreciated; 2. 
Strengthen and market  art and re-
lated events with attention to the 
larger community; 3. Develop and 

maintain professional leadership and 
staff; 4. Strengthen annual operating, 
capitol, and endowment funds to 
ensure that the organization’s vision 
is realized.  
     In addition, the SC joined the 
Financial Systems Alliance, funded 
by the Kresge Foundation and the 
Ford Foundation through a partner-
ship with the Michigan Nonprofit 
Association.  The SC is one of six 
Cultural Alliance of Southeastern 
Michigan (CASM) member organi-
zations participating in this pilot 
program which was designed to 
“strengthen the capacity of CASM 
members, by providing financial and 
administrative resources including 
educational programs and tools; 
technical assistance; and financial/
transactional management”.  
     We received an in-depth assess-
ment of its financial capability by 
Apparatus Solutions, Inc.  The as-
sessment  shall be utilized by the SC 
Executive Director and Finance 
Committee to select  $5,000 worth of 
financial services (paid for by grant 
funding through the alliance) to help 

streamline financial operations for 
our organization.  By partaking in 
pilot programs such as CASM’s Fi-
nancial Systems Alliance, the SC 
board of directors and staff persists 
in its endeavors to find new oppor-
tunities and solutions to face chal-
lenges associated with these difficult 
economic times.  
     For more details regarding these 
programs please attend the 2011 
Annual Meeting to be held on 
Thursday, September 15th. Immedi-
ately after the meeting the SC hosts 
its 3rd Thursday Cocktail party for 
members and guests.  Please bring a 
guest that  evening to learn more 
about  the accomplishments and 
challenges that  the SC has faced 
over the past year.  
     Finally, by now most  SC mem-
bers have received an invitation to 
the first  lecture of the 2011-2012 
‘American Aesthetic’ Clyde Bur-
roughs Dinner/Lecture series on 
American Art & Design. Register 
today to reserve your spot  and find 
detailed information about  this fas-
cinating series of lectures.

http://livepage.apple.com
http://livepage.apple.com
http://livepage.apple.com
http://livepage.apple.com
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Events, Exhibitions & Programming

Reception: Friday, September 9th   6-9 pm
Lester Johnson Beam Signing   7:30 pm
Free and open to the public !

 
Gallery 

SPIRIT VOICES: 
Lester Johnson & Ronald Neff
 
The Scarab Club will host an exhibition of works by Lester Johnson and Ronald Neff, titled Spirit 
Voices. The exhibition will run from Wednesday, August 31-Sunday, October 16, 2011, with an artist 
reception on Friday, September 9, from 6-9 pm. Mr. Johnson will sign the beam in the second ßoor 
lounge at 7:30 pm. The event is free and open to the public.

The SC has a tradition of inviting individuals who have made signiÞcant and lasting contributions to 
arts and culture to sign the beams in its second ßoor lounge. Past beam signatories include Van Cli -
burn, Marcel Duchamp, Balthazar Korab, Elmore Leonard, Charles McGee, Isamu Noguchi, Diego Riv -
era, Norman Rockwell, and Margaret Bourke White. In honor of his contributions as an artist and edu -
cator, the Scarab Club is proud to invite Lester Johnson to add his name to its historic beams.

Lester Johnson
Johnson, a native Detroiter, received both his B.F.A. and M.F.A. from the University of Michigan, and for 
the past 35 years has been a Professor of Fine Arts at the College for Creative Studies in Detroit Michi-
gan. During his long and productive career as a fine artist, Johnson has exhibited his work at t he
 

Lester Johnson, A Garland of Praise Songs for Rosa Parks, 1998-1999, African fabric, wood, paint, 54”x9’



3

T
H

ES
C

A
R

A
BB

U
Z

Z
 F

al
l 2

01
1

Detroit Institute of Arts (24 shows), Whitney Museum of American Art in New York (3 shows), as well as 
numerous galleries and museums across the United States and abroad. His work is also extensively 
represented in both private and public collections.
 
 
Artist Statement:
Nothing in this world can take the place of persistence. Talent will not; nothing is more common than 
unsuccessful people with talent. Genius will not; unrewarded genius is almost a proverb. Education will 
not; the world is full of educated derelicts. Persistence and determination alone are omnipotent. The 
slogan "press on" has solved and always will solve the problems of the human race.

Calvin Coolidge
American 30th president of the United States, 1872-1933

This collective work spans many years and one aspect of the work is sharing art with the community. 
Art has been the bridge that links community service to our creative endeavors. Examples include the 
following: 2001 Marygrove College received a contribution of "Selected Campus Architectural Images." 
Glenda D. Price, President acknowledged the gift and Ron Neff has continued to provide artwork for a 
variety of college noteworthy events including honorees at commencements. This relationship remains 
a source of accomplishment. In 2003 The Detroit Symphony Orchestra (DSO) requested a contribution 
of art for their Classical Roots Concert honorees and Adolphys Hailstork, composer. Recent activities 
include: Constructed Painting and Collaboration in Photography at Marygrove College, 2001; Collabo-
ration at Macomb Center for the Performing Arts; Development Center, Inc. Community Behavioral 
Healthcare Center, 2005; and Henry Ford West Bloomfield Hospital, 2009.
 
Spirit Voices is the persistent shared vision of two artists. The commitment to the City of Detroit remains 
a constant and the freedom of expression is paramount. We work in separate studios choosing to ex-
plore different tools and directions. The agreed fundamental objective of merging the image confirms 
the message of unity. "If I Be Lifted Up" conveys, within the title a spiritual reference to hope and truth. 
The Kokopelli, a prehistoric deity, links Detroit with a sustainable principle of belief and the power of 
faith within ourselves to achieve.
 
Detroit is on the cutting edge of issues facing "Urban America" now and in the future. Artists will con-
tinue to join the conversation regarding issues of concern. This is what artists do. We plan to remain 
persistent and "press on."
 
 

Ronald Neff
Ronald Neff is a native of Iowa where he 
received his B.A. in Philosophy from Lo-
ras College. Pursuing his education he 
earned a Masters of Social Work from the 
University of Michigan. Working for state, 
county and private organizations, his pro-
fessional career as been devoted to pro-
viding therapeutic services to individuals, 
families and groups.

Artistically, Neff has used photography to 
reflect nature, society and its people, with 
particular attention to composition and 
detail. Using computer graphics he began 
to experiment in merging his photos with 
the Totemic Art of Lester Johnson. His 
prints have received local and interna-
tional recognition for their incorporation of 
African culture into one form of American 
visual arts.
 

Ronald Neff, Spirit Dance, 2005, Computer generated photo montage/
Archival ink on 140 lb. watercolor acid free paper14”x16.5”
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PURPLE, ORANGE, AGNES, DETROIT:
The Work of Agnes Gira!

Scarab Club artist, Agnes Gira, will exhibit paintings, drawings and photographs spanning a wide range of media. 
In explaining the exhibition, the artist explains, "My voice tends to be misunderstood and small sketches and cari-
catures have always aided my communication. The title of the show reflects things that have no rhyme. That is the 
way I think of my work."
 

Garden:

5 FROM CHICAGO
John SauvŽ, Curator
Dusty Folwarczny | Ron Gard
Ted Garner | Terry Kapowicz | Eric Stevenson
 
John Sauvé has brought together a remarkable mix of sculpture by five Chicago artists, which will be exhibited in 
the walled garden of the Scarab Club through Spring of 2012. 
 

October 19th-November 20th

2011 PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION
Submissions for this exhibition will be accepted until Sunday, September 18th, 5 pm
Juror: Chris Schneider
The Scarab Club Annual Photography Exhibition is an unthemed, juried exhibition, open to all artists.  
For detailed information, download the entry form.

Exhibitions generously supported by:

Thursday, September 15th, 2011    5:30pm - 6:30 pm

2011 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Third Thursday cocktail party following meeting in 2nd floor lounge. RSVP by Friday, September 9th  at 
313-831-1250 or by email to crenner@scarabclub.org.

http://scarabclub.org/2011PhotoCFE3.pdf
http://scarabclub.org/2011PhotoCFE3.pdf
mailto:crenner@scarabclub.org
mailto:crenner@scarabclub.org
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Thursdays, 7-10 pm & Saturdays, 10 am-1 pm

SKETCH SESSIONS WITH LIVE MODELS
Free for Scarab Club members in good standing and students; $10 per 3-hour session for all other artists. 
 

Third Sundays of the Month   2:30-4:30 pm 

MUSING
Poetry and music gathering in the Scarab Club lounge, hosted by Ann Holdreith
 
 

!Third Wednesdays of the Month   7-9 pm 

THE WOODWARD LINE
Poetry event in the gallery, hosted by James Hart.
 

COCKTAIL PARTY & DR. SKETCHY'S 
Please join us for the monthly Scarab Club cocktail party. Light hors doeurve are generously provided by 
the Caucus Club. 
 
This is also the informal meeting night for the Scarab Club Photography Group. If you'd like more informa-
tion about the group, please contact Vince Verna at vince@detroit-madness.com. 
 
The Scarab Club is the New Home Base for Dr. Sketchy's
We're happy to partner with Dr. Sketchy's Anti-Art School, a local group that provides live models and en-
tertainment at their monthly sessions here and elsewhere around Detroit. Sean Bieri established the De-
troit chapter and is still an active participant, but Lushes LaMoan now oversees the sessions.  
 
The event is for those who are 21+ and costs only $5 for 3 hours of action-packed 
drawing! All proceeds go to Dr. Sketchy's. 
 
Also, If you would like to be added to the Detroit Dr. Sketchy's Email list you can inquire 
at Dr.SketchysDetroit@gmail.com. For more information about upcoming models and 
events visit their facebook page. 
 
 

mailto:vince@detroit-madness.com
mailto:vince@detroit-madness.com
mailto:Dr.SketchysDetroit@gmail.com
mailto:Dr.SketchysDetroit@gmail.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=nhf4gb44&et=1106677137630&s=0&e=001dNmFVYG4t1_vVNbCKRzb6AnAC-If14gKtauCJeJakXN4QE1V-8fiDwLCtfwgyVL1YRPiZaBIhUD4-PU47E3uygHUKdx93dNPGHprYR_yCI75V_uwOdYhYOg191BjqaUMh4wJGHJB0EY0-1rmxV7BRR47JGI0rFpv0uCZ0jmqOaA4QiR44xtBCbW_fPUw-Ulc
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=nhf4gb44&et=1106677137630&s=0&e=001dNmFVYG4t1_vVNbCKRzb6AnAC-If14gKtauCJeJakXN4QE1V-8fiDwLCtfwgyVL1YRPiZaBIhUD4-PU47E3uygHUKdx93dNPGHprYR_yCI75V_uwOdYhYOg191BjqaUMh4wJGHJB0EY0-1rmxV7BRR47JGI0rFpv0uCZ0jmqOaA4QiR44xtBCbW_fPUw-Ulc
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American Aesthetic
CLYDE BURROUGHS DINNER/LECTURE
SERIES ON AMERICAN ART & DESIGN
Join us for one or all of these engaging evening lectures delivered by!
distinguished, nationally ranked American art and design specialists!!

Wednesday, September 21, 2011
George Luks: Artist, Racanteur, and Rebel
Speaker Judith H. OÕToole, Director/CEO Westmoreland Museum of  American Art
A member of  the Ashcan School and one of  The Eight American artists who challenged the art establishment in 
New York City in 1908, George Luks (1866-1933) was an advocate of  painting contemporary life. !He came to 
be a respected member of  New York's art world and is one of  the best remembered painters of  the early 20th 
century.

Wednesday, November 9, 2011
Clara Driscoll and the Tiffany Girls
Speaker Dr. Martin Eidelberg, Professor Emeritus of  Art History, Rutgers University
Whereas Louis C. Tiffany always put forward his name alone as the designer and guiding force of  his Þrm, the 
discovery of  letters written at the turn of  the century by Clara Driscoll reveal a very different picture.!!It was 
Driscoll and her staff  (the so-called "Tiffany Girls") who were actually responsible for executing many of  the 
leaded windows, and she and her colleagues designed and executed most of  the leaded-glass lamps and many of  
the so-called fancy goods made by Tiffany Studios.!!Her newly-discovered letters pinpoint speciÞc works that can 
be attributed to her, shed light on many of  the intermediate stages in the complex design process, and highlight 
the collaborative nature of  much of  the work at Tiffany Studios.!!Perhaps most intriguing of  all, this new infor-
mation brings into question the role that Tiffany himself  played in the design process.!

Wednesday, February 22, 2012
The Great Transition: Detroit Architecture between the World Wars
Speaker John Gallagher, Staff  writer and architecture critic for the Detroit Free Press
Detroit architecture in the 1920s and Õ30s saw a transition away from the historicism of  pre-war years toward a 
mix of  romantic Mediterranean revival, Art Deco, and mid-century modernism. John Gallagher outlines this 
two-decade period in Detroit architecture with images of  several buildings including both familiar landmarks and 
not-so-familiar gems.
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Myth, Controversy, and Modern Art: Reconsidering the 1913 Armory Show
Speaker Kimberly Orcutt, Curator of  American Art, New-York Historical Society
The N-YHS is planning a major exhibition celebrating the centenary of  the 1913 Armory Show. The original 
exhibition, organized by American artists at the 69th!Regiment Armory in New York, introduced the American 
public to European avant-garde painting and sculpture. The show generated a public controversy never seen be-
fore in the United States, and it inspired debates that continue to shape how we think about modern art.

Wednesday, June 13, 2012
Artist and the Scarab: Marie Zimmermann and the Egyptian Revival
Speaker Joseph Cunningham, Ph.D., Curatorial Director of  American Decorative Art, 
! 1900 Foundation
Marie Zimmermann (1878-1972) was among the most eclectic and innovative designers of  jewelry and metal-
work in the early twentieth century.! Her creations in gold, silver, bronze, copper and iron, which were shown in 
1920s exhibitions at the Detroit Society of  Arts and Crafts and which are included in the collection of  the Edsel 
and Eleanor Ford House, explore a wide range of  approaches to design.! Because of  the radically diverse and 
challenging nature of  her work, ZimmermannÕs oeuvre has received little scholarly attention until the recent 
book!The Jewelry and Metalwork of  Marie Zimmermann!(Yale U Press 2011).! The bookÕs coauthor, Joseph Cunning-
ham will discuss Marie ZimmermannÕs explorations of  the Egyptian revival style across all aspects of  her work 
including jewelry and a wide range of  metalwork and her most famous work the!Egyptian Box, now in the collec-
tion of  the Metropolitan Museum of  Art.! Egyptian and its revival motifs played a central role in design both in 
America and abroad from about 1870 through the 1930s, due in large measure to the opening of  the Suez Canal, 
attention to Egyptian styles in the design press and pattern books including those by Owen Jones and Christopher 
Dresser.! The string of  excavations continually renewed the publicÕs appetite for all things Egyptian, which taste 
was developed in!New York!by the quick and determined development of  Classical Collections at the Metropoli-
tan and!Brooklyn!Museums!of  Art.! 

Dinner & Lecture Series Fee
Members  $50 per lecture     |     Non-Members  $65 per lecture    

Registration
Go to scarabclub.org for details on how to register electronically or call the ofÞce, 

313.831.1250, for payment by cash or check.  Pre-registration is required.  Walk-ins are not 

possible, due to dinner  preparation.

Parking
Parking for this series is free and available in the Scarab Club parking lot (adjacent to the 

building) and on Farnsworth.
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BLUES HERITAGE SERIES
The Scarab Club and the Detroit Blues Society has had a long friendship and collaboration in host-
ing the Blues Heritage Series of concerts. Please join us for these wonderful afternoon concerts of 
live music from outstanding performers. 

Saturday, October 22nd    2-5 pm  Tickets: $5 at Door

Prez Conference Tribute to T-Bone Walker
Prez Conference is a ten-piece ensemble derived from the old "tenor band" that played at the legendary Soup 
Kitchen Saloon back in the late 80's.  Featuring guitar wizards George Bedard and Brian Delaney with a large 
horn section, Prez Conference plays swinging blues from the 40's and 50's in the style of T-Bone Walker, 
Charley Christian and others.  They are based in Ann Arbor, they are led by bari sax man David Swain.
 

MUSICAL EVENTS
Chamber Music at the Scarab Club
ÒA series...on speaking terms with literature and the visual arts.Ó
                                                                               Mark Stryker, The Detroit Free Press

Sunday, October 2, 2001    7 pm  |  The Scarab Club

The Blizzard Concert
Last December we presented this exceptional program to a tiny and particularly intrepid audience! We’re repeat-
ing most of it for those of you who couldn’t make it to the Scarab Club in blizzard conditions and for those of you 
who did and want to hear it again! Join us for a performance of the charming String Quartet in A Minor by 
Venezuelan-born Reynaldo HAHN, the beautiful Quintette for flute, harp and strings by French composer Jean 
CRAS and Duetto VI for violin and cello by Hungarian composer Leopold JANSA.

Kerstin Allvin - harp, Laura Larson - flute, Velda Kelly and Andrew Wu - violins, James Greer - viola, 
Nadine Deleury  - cello

Sunday, November 13, 2011   4 pm  |  Grosse Pointe Unitarian Church

Feast of Fools and More
Hear an intriguing piece for bassoon and string quartet by Richard DANIELPOUR (composer of the opera Mar-
garet Garner) and works for string quartet by Richard RATNER and Pete FORD.

Pawel Wnuk - bassoon, Laura Roelofs and Velda Kelly - violins, James Greer - viola
Nadine Deleury - cello

For more information and a full listing of the 2011-2012 CMSC concert 
calendar, visit the SC website or contact Nadine Deleury at 248-474-8930 or 
ndeleury@sympatico.ca

http://www.scarabclub.org/chambermusic/Concerts/concerts
http://www.scarabclub.org/chambermusic/Concerts/concerts


Saturday, November 19th    2-5 pm    Tickets: $5 at Door

The Rootsologists
RJ Spangler organized the Rootologists in 2011, right here in the Detroit area.  Their first public appearance 
was a benefit for Christal Wagner in Royal Oak last April. Since then they've played the Scarab Club, LeRoys 
Bar in Lansing, Rochester Mills, The Blue Goose Inn, Dexter Daze as well at private events. 
 
The band is fronted by either Dan Devins of the Back Door Blues Band (in addition to singing very well, he 
also plays the blues harp), or John "T-Bone" Paxton (who also plays great trombone).  With Dan at the helm 
its all blues - jump to Delta, with T-bone it more New Orleans jazz and R&B.  Mike Marshall plays bass and 
has played for 30 years witht he Garfield Blues Band.  Mike has played many gigs with greats like Koko Tay-
lor, Johnny Young Mighty Joe Young, Johnnie Bassett, Joe Weaver & the Motor City R&B Pioneers, Sir Mack 
Rice & Alberta Adams.
 
On guitar is George Friend. Inspired by his father's record collection of '50's-'60's-r&b, rock&roll and blues, 
George started performing at 14 years old. While in high school in Michigan he started playing the clubs 3 
nights a week, and in the meantime studying jazz in the day. After moving from Michigan to San Francisco at 
18, he soon performed a series of shows with poet Allen Ginsberg. Later he moved to Detroit where he fur-
thered his jazz studies and was mentored by the controversial John Sinclair. It was Sinclair who gave George 
the inspiration to deeply engage himself in Blues music.
 
While playing in Detroit, he performed behind Sinclair playing Thelonius Monk and Robert Johnson tunes, 
gaining the attention of music scenester and bandleader RJ Spangler (Johnnie Bassett, Alberta Adams). He 
joined Detroit's most famous R&B/Funk/Soul band, The Sun Messenger; A flight that would take him from 
neighborhood bar to the concert stage.
 
Later George moved to Los Angeles where he became the Lead guitarist from Janiva Magness Band which 
took him around the globe. He also played with many other great roots/blues artists while in LA, and recorded 
his first solo CD, Looka Here ! for the Blues Leaf label.
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Member News 
       In celebration of both Michigan’s bountiful apple 
harvest and SE Michigan’s great Farmers Markets, 
the Michigan Apple Committee and the Detroit East-
ern Market have teamed up to create the public art 
event of the summer: MI Apple Trail. This event fea-
tures super-sized MI Apples decorated by local art-
ists. Twenty Farmers Markets throughout Wayne, 
Oakland, and Genesee Counties have been given an 
apple to decorate and display at their Markets begin-
ning in August. The apples will be auctioned off as 

part of the Apple Gala, with proceeds from each Ap-

ple returning to the Farmers Market/community from 

which it originated. For more information, visit the MI 

Apple Trail website.

 Agnes Gira, Eugenia Hoag and  Dennis Or-
lowski worked together to paint apple as part of the  

Michigan Apple Trail program. Dennis painted the 
basic apple and a stylized scarab and banner. Agnes 
and Eugenia painted Scarab motifs on the apple.
 Pat Duff has been on a roll. She reports that 
this year she has been in exhibits at the Grosse 
Pointe Art Center, the University of Michigan Alumni 
Show in Ann Arbor, and Affirmations Gallery. She 
also had work in the Art for God's Sake show at the 
Birmingham Bloomfield Art Center, The Four Womyn 

Only show at Affirmations Gallery in Ferndale, The 
Dirty Show, in Detroit, a photography exhibit at the 
Lawrence Street Gallery in Ferndale, the NCA exhibit 
at WCCC, Detroit, the Love & Sharing art show at 
the Covenant Fine Art Gallery in West Bloomfield, 
and two shows at the Scarab Club.
 The July, 2011 issue of B.L.A.C. magazine fea-
tures an article that identifies 10 great African Ameri-
can artists that are transforming Detroit with their 
creativity.  Scarab Club member and Board of Direc-
tor member, Carole Morisseau was one of the 10 
featured artists. Carole has also been selected to 

(Above) Painted fiberglas apple. 
(Right) Dennis Orlowski stands next to the 
apple--a work in progress.

http://miappletrail.com/
http://miappletrail.com/
http://miappletrail.com/
http://miappletrail.com/
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Scarab Club Board
of Directors & Staff

Executive Board
James Tottis, President
Nina Maggart, Treasurer
Aric ÒVATOÕ Tosqui, Secretary

Board of Directors
Charles Alexander
Rick Bone
William Burdett, Jr.
Jason Cooperman
Jason Dristan
Agnes Gira
Leslie Keeton
Carole Morriseau
Mary Rubio
John Sotir
Aric ÔVATOÕ Tosqui
John Wickey

Christine Renner, 
! Executive Director

Treena Flannery Ericson, 
! Gallery Director

exhibit her art work at the Charles H. Wright Museum 
of African American History. The exhibition, Percep-
tions, opens on Thursday September 1, 2011 with a 
reception from 6:00p.m. to 8:00p.m. and closes on 
Sunday, January 8, 2012.
 Congratulations to Bruce Giffin for being se-
lected as one of the 2011 Kresge Fellows. The twelve 
recipients each received an award of $25,000 and will 
participate in an extensive professional development 
program over the next year. Year to year awards al-
ternate between visual arts and literary/performing 
arts. 
 The Pittman Puckett gallery, at Affirmations, 
Ferndale, will  host a solo exhibition of Bruce’s photo-
graphs. The exhibition, titled Images of Detroit will run 
through October 26th, with an opening reception on 
Friday, September 9, from 6-8 pm. For more informa-
tion on Bruce’s series, visit imagesofdetroit.com.

(Above) Bruce Giffin, Joe Jones, photograph 

 (Above, right) Carol Morisseau, ZoraÕs 

Favorites, Oil on canvas

Member News, continued

Share your news in the next Scarab 
Buzz!  Email notices to Treena Flannery 
Ericson at tericson@scarabclub.org.

mailto:tericson@scarabclub.org
mailto:tericson@scarabclub.org

