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News From the DirectorÕs Desk
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     Recently, the Scarab Club was 
awarded a total of $7,500 for 
Operational and Projects support 
from the Michigan Council for Arts 
and Cultural Affairs with $3,800 
provided by the National 
Endowment for the Arts.  These 
funds will support the Scarab Club’s 
2011 Winter/Spring/Summer 
(January 1st – September 30th) 
Exhibition Schedule and related 
educational programming.       
     I am also pleased to announce 
$5,000 in support from an 
anonymous donor for the Scarab 
Club’s ‘American Aesthetic’ Clyde 
Burroughs Dinner/Lecture Series.  
These funds will continue to grow 
this educational program which 
explores the contributions of leading 
figures in American art and design 
from the late 19th through early 21st 
centuries.  Within the two years 
since the introduction of the lecture 
series in 2009, the Scarab Club has 
provided engaging lectures by 
distinguished nationally ranked 

American art and design specialists.
    Furthermore, the Scarab Club 
received $600 in extended support 
from the Kresge Foundation and the 
Michigan Nonprofit Association to 
provide technological upgrades for 
the organization.  Part of these 
upgrades included the migration of 
google applications such as email 
and calendars.  The Scarab Club has 
improved the organization’s website 
www.scarabclub.org with the 
addition of exhibition, events and 
music calendars.  All calendars 
provide easy access for members 
and visitors researching the Scarab 
Club.  Many thanks to our volunteer 
Dave Muzzarelli for his tireless 
effort in maintaining our website.  
     Lastly, if you feel inspired after 
reading about all the great things 
happening at the Scarab Club and 
wish to support our efforts by 
making a contribution, please call 
313-831-1250.  Besides annual gifts 
there are many other ways to 
contribute to the organization such 

as exhibition sponsorships, planned 
giving and endowments.  We 
continue to accept multi-year 
pledges to become a participant in 
theScarab Club’s Operational 
Support Program (OSP).  Pledges to 
contribute annual contributions of a 
specific amount of money to the 
club for a fixed period (five years or 
ten years) will help ensure its future. 
It is the organization’s hope to find 
thirty members who will make a five 
or ten year pledge to make annual 
contributions in a fixed amount 
during that period in addition to 
their usual support and activities.  
Such pledges will help stabilize our 
income and cash flow during down 
periods throughout the year and in 
our economy.  Pledges also assist in 
making long-term planning possible.    
Additionally, pledges assist 
strengthening our position in a very 
competitive market as we apply for 
grants by demonstrating the 
commitment of core members to the 
organization’s future.

http://www.scarabclub.org
http://www.scarabclub.org
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Wool Gathering

Sometimes it feels good
to be a wool gatherer,
to pluck little wooly balls
off the plush rug,
to gather them on all fours,
fingers folded inward
forming the leathery hand
of a gian gorilla who
glides along the forest floor
from tiny ball to tiny ball,
feeling primitive, content

In Too Many Memories

In too many memories
I walk alone down strange streets,
kick trash from city sidewalks,
ride streetcars to nowhere.

When you came, paths cleared,
forests beckoned, meadows shone.
Looks, embraces nurtured us,
we gloried in laughter.

Now you no longer care.
You avoid me, wear somber clothes,
a serious face. You look away
from me, you silences wound me.

Memories are linking up again,
my own neighborhood seems strange,
I see littered sidewalks,
the streetcar is ready to board.

Metier
Working their favorite subjects,
some artists feature matt abstract,
others reach for a pale realism,
others do rheumy-eyed rhinoceroses,
and so it goes, an endless list.
With me, it’s transcendent angels,
angels with wings, without wings,
especially my own omnipresent angel,
the one who speaks with me, whose name
is Light, who lights my path
even to eternity.

Acuzena Nava-Moreno, Emotional Animal Cracker  
 Women Image Culture Exhibition

Poetry
by Louis J. Cantoni
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 This year the Women Image exhibition focused on 
culture. Marilyn Zimmerman curated the exhibition, 
which included work from Coco Bruner, Rose Delas-
sandro, Agnes Gira, Christine Hagedorn, Acuzena Nava 
Moreno, Sabrina Nelson, Lisa Poszywak, Sharon Que 
and Julie Zager. 
 In conjunction with the annual exhibition, the 
Scarab Club honors local women who have made sig-
nificant  and lasting contributions to arts, culture and 
community. The awards are made at  the Crone Celebra-
tion, a closing reception for the exhibition. Marilyn 
Zimmerman is the MC of the popular annual event, 
which this year featured musical entertainment  from 
Sophia Raptis, Cello-Bella and acustic duo Lac la Belle. 
The evening included performance art by Sue Carman 
Vian and Joyce Brienza and a salute to Marilyn Mon-
roe.
 A wonderful crowd turned out to help honor three 
outstanding local women and acknowledge their long 

Left to Right:
Honorees:  The late Carolyn Keith, Maggie 
Allessee and  Anne Fracassa
Below:  View of the exhibition
Photos by George Booth

service to the community. Maggie Allessee was honored 
for her long dedication to supporting and promoting 
dance programs, both locally and nationally. She also 
serves on numerous boards for area non-profits. Anne 
Fracassa is a respected Detroit  artist known for her gen-
erosity and support  of other artists and organizations. 
The late Carolyn Keith was the grants manager for the 
city of Detroit and worked tirelessly to aid organizations 
that provide programming for the arts. She leaves a leg-
acy of programs which continue to inspire and benefit 
countless propel throughout the city. 
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Events, Exhibitions & Programming

Art X Detroit: Kresge Arts Experience is a five-day multidisciplinary celebration that will 
exclusively present newly commissioned works created by the 2008-2010 Kresge Eminent 
Artists and Artists Fellows, from April 6-10, 2011. An exciting program of dance and musical 
performances, literary readings, workshops, panel discussions, public art and special 
exhibitions, Art X Detroit will be hosted at more than a dozen venues located throughout 
Midtown Detroitʼs Cultural Center and is free to the public. Art X Detroit is being supported by 
the Kresge Foundation.

Click here for more information, and the full schedule of Art X Detroit events.

The Scarab will host the following performances during Art X Detroit:

Friday, April 8th, 6-6:45 pm
Saturday, April 9th, 6:00 pm - 6:45 pm
Sunday, April 10th, 1:00-1:45 pm
Music Performance – Frank Pahl
Frank Pahl performs live accompanied by guest musicians amidst his kinetic sound installation, 
“The Rube Goldberg Variations”

Saturday, April 9th, 7-8 pm
Poetry Reading – Vievee Francis
Reading from her upcoming release, Horse in the Dark, Vievee Francis is joined by fellow poets 
Rachel Harkai and Matthew Olzmann who will each read from their recent works

Saturday, April 9th, 9-10 pm
Joel Peterson wsg Eugene Chadbourne and Tatsuya Nakatani
Musician/composer Joel Peterson presents his original chamber works followed by special 
guest duo Eugene Chadbourne (guitar and banjo) and Tatsuya Nakatani (percussions)

http://artxdetroit.com
http://artxdetroit.com
http://artxdetroit.com/events/frank-pahl-performance/
http://artxdetroit.com/events/frank-pahl-performance/
http://artxdetroit.com/events/rachel-harkai-with-vievee-francis-and-matthew-olzmann-reading-what-we-thought-we-knew/
http://artxdetroit.com/events/rachel-harkai-with-vievee-francis-and-matthew-olzmann-reading-what-we-thought-we-knew/
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CLYDE BURROUGHS DINNER/LECTURE
SERIES ON AMERICAN ART & DESIGN

Join us for one or all of these engaging evening lectures delivered by!
distinguished, nationally ranked American art and design specialists! !

Wednesday, April 13, 2011
The Politics of  Portraiture: Stuart’s Incomparable Washington
Speaker Paul Staiti, Professor of  Fine Arts on the Alumnae Foundation, Mount Holyoke College 
Gilbert Stuart’s portraits of  Washington define the true personality of  our first president.  Or do they?  
Was he really the person depicted in the artist’s 100 portraits and forever seen in the trillions of  one-
dollar bills that we handle every day?  Or is that image a strategic fiction?  And if  so, to what ends--for 
Washington, for his party, for the new republic.  

Wednesday, June 8, 2011
Transatlantic Chic: European Influences on American Decorative Arts
Speaker MaryAnn Wilkinson, Independent Curator
This lecture will examine the influence on the decorative arts of  prevailing ideas about avant-garde 
painting and sculpture in the early decades of  the twentieth century. The work, particularly in silver 
and other metals, of  such European-trained designers as Eliel Saarinen, Peter Mueller-Munk, and Eric 
Magnussen, set aside tradition in favor of  the aesthetic of  the fine arts. Brought to America, this new 
approach heightened the sophistication of  functional design in this country and set new standards for 
the evaluation of  successful design.

Dinner & Lecture Series Fee
Members  $50 per lecture     |     Non-Members  $65 per lecture    

Registration
Go to scarabclub.org for details on how to register electronically or call the office, 313.831.1250, 
for payment by cash or check.  Pre-registration is required.  Walk-ins are not possible, due to din-
ner  preparation.

Parking
Parking for this series is free and available in the Scarab Club parking lot (adjacent to the building) 
and on Farnsworth.
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Saturday, April 9th   2-5 pm
Detroit Blues Heritage Concert Series

The Harmonica Blues
Doug Deming & the Jeweltones, with special guests 
Dave Morris, Garfield Angove and Harmonica Shah 

The Scarab Club and the Detroit Blues Society have had a long collaboration in hosting the 
Blues Heritage Series of concerts. All ages welcome. Tickets $5 per person, at the door.

MUSICAL EVENTS
Chamber Music at the Scarab Club
The 13th Season for the Award Winning Concert Series
“A series...on speaking terms with literature and the visual arts.”
                                                                               Mark Stryker, The Detroit Free Press

Sunday, April 10, 2011    7 pm  |  The Scarab Club

Duos and Trios in the Spring
Usher in the freshness of spring with Bachianas Brasileiras No. 6 for flute and bassoon by 
Brazilian composer Heitor Villa-Lobos, Vignettes for flute, bassoon and piano by American 
composer William Grant Still, Trio for flute, piano and cello by Ukranian composer Nikolai 
Kapustin and Sonate - Duo for violin and cello by Belgian composer Joseph Jongen.
Corinna Nash-Wnuk - flute Pawel Wnuk - bassoon, Angelina Pashmakova - piano, Velda 
Kelly - violin, Nadine Deleury - cello.

Sunday, May 22, 2011    7 pm  |  The Scarab Club

Four Saxophones and More!
The CMSC season closes with Sax 4th Avenue, an exciting and innovative saxophone quartet 
from the Toledo area. The group’s expanding repertoire includes the finest in saxophone 
literature, original compositions, jazz standards and music that incorporates improvisation 
and choreography. Also hear a string quartet by Charles Gounod and Feast of Fools for 
bassoon and string quartet by Richard Danielpour.
Stanley George, Kevin Heidbreder, Shannon Ford and Jason Yost - saxophones, Pawel 
Wnuk - bassoon, Andrew Wu and Molly Hughes - violins, James Greer - viola, Nadine 
Deleury - cello 

Tickets: For more info about Chamber Music events:   (248) 474-8930      
ndeleury@sympatico.ca        Visit the Chamber Music page on the SC site

mailto:ndeleury@sympatico.ca
mailto:ndeleury@sympatico.ca
http://scarabclub.org/html/music.html
http://scarabclub.org/html/music.html


Saturday, May 14   2-5 pm  Tickets $5 per person, at the door.

Detroit Blues Heritage Concert Series

Big Band Blues
Planet D Nonet with Special Guest Dan Devins

T
he Scarab Club and the Detroit Blues Society 
welcome back Planet D Nonet. Special guest 
Dan Devins (Back Door Blues Band singer, 
harp player). All ages welcome. 

EXHIBITIONS 

March 30th-May 15th, 2011
GALLERY:

Working Class Heroes
Juried by Jerome Ferretti
Working Class Heroes is an all-media juried 
exhibition, honoring the working class. Com-
plementary programming includes a Labor 
Poetry/Blues Concert event with the same 
theme, which will feature work selected by 
juror, Jerome Ferretti. 
LOUNGE:

Scarab Studio Collective
The third floor of the Scarab Club houses six 
studios. This exhibition showcases the work of 
studio holders: Danielle Bell, Dan Danilowicz,  
Karl Denton, Pat Duff, Carole Morriseau, Bill  
Murcko and the late Carolyn Keith.

Friday, April 8th   7 pm

Working Class Heroes: 
A Labor Poetry/Blues Tribute
Free and open to the public

In conjunction with the Working Class Heroes exhibition, juried by Jerome Ferretti, the 
Scarab Club will host an evening of poetry and music. The evening will be hosted by ML 
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Lois Primeau, Nick, Oil on canvas, Working Class Heroes
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11 Liebler, and will feature poets whose work was published in his book WORKING WORDS: 

Punching the Timeclock and Kicking Out the Jams, published by the Wayne State Press in 
2010. Participating poets include: ML Liebler, Jan Beatty, David Cope, Jim Daniels, Lolita 
Hernandez, Caroline Maun, Ray McNiece, Anca Vlasopolas, and Mary Ann Wehler. Music 
by RJ Spangler and the Rootologists.

Wednesday April 6   7 pm
The Woodward Line
Special Guest: Jerome Rothenberg 
Free and open to the public

Jerome Rothenberg is the author of over seventy books of poetry including Poems for the 
Game of Silence, Poland/1931, A Seneca Journal, Vienna Blood, That Dada Strain, New 
Selected Poems 1970-1985, Khurbn, and most recently, A Paradise of Poets and A Book of 
Witness (all from New Directions).

Rothenbergʼs numerous awards and honors include grants from the Guggenheim Founda-
tion and the National Endowment for the Arts; two PEN Oakland Josephine Miles Literary 
Awards; two PEN Center USA West Translation Awards; and the San Diego Public Libraryʼs 
Local Author Lifetime Achievement Award. In 1997 he received a Doctorate of Letters from 
the State University of New York and was elected to the World Academy of Poetry in 2001.

For more information:  
thewoodwardline@yahoo.com    

Monday, May 2   7-10 pm

Planet D Nonet
Special Guests: John Sinclair & Elliott Levin
Free and open to the public

Elliott Levin is a Philly based reed player/poet. From 1983-94 he toured with Harold 
Melvin and the Bluenotes extensively throughout North America (US, Can., Caribbean); 
Europe and Asia. During the '90's he also collaborated in ensembles with saxophonists 
David Murray, Fred Ho, clarinetist Gunter Hampel, vibraphonist Khan Jamaal, Alan Silva 
(bassist), Billy Bang (violin), David Amram, and many others. Elliott has recorded and 
played extensively with Marshall Allen, Tyrone Hill & Yahya Majid, all of Sun Ra Arkestra. 
We will explore our shared love of the music of Sun Ra at the Scarab Club concert. 

We do two sets: the PD9 will open up with a few Ra tunes, then Elliott will join us. Take a 
break, come back and do free improv with Elliott, then we do another free improv under a 
poem by Elliott, then we end with a few by John Sinclair from the Viper Madness CD, of 
course backed by the PD9. 

mailto:thewoodwardline@yahoo.com
mailto:thewoodwardline@yahoo.com


Justin Jozwiak/ alto sax & cl, Jim Holden/ tenor sax & cl, Joshua James / bari, alto sax & cl, 
James O’Donnell / trumpet, flügelhorn & vox, Ken Ferry / trumpet, John "T-Bone" Paxton, / 
trombone, Dave Gadd / piano, Bill MacLeod / string bass, RJ Spangler / drums. 

May 18-June 26, 2011
Family Art Day: Sunday, May 22  Noon-4 pm
Reception: Friday, May 20   6-9 pm
Gallery Talk: Thursday, May 25  6:30 pm

Blooms, Bugs, Beasts
DEADLINE: Tuesday, April 26th, 5 pm; Entry form available to download on the SC 
homepage (scarabclub.org)
Juried by Cedric Tai
The Blooms, Bugs, Beasts exhibition is a juried exhibition, open to all artists. The theme
of this popular annual exhibition is flowers, insects, animals, landscapes and seascapes. 

Complementary programing will include Family Art Day and a gallery talk with Blooms, 
Bugs, Beasts juror, Cedric Tai. The event is free and open to the public and is geared 
toward children and families. Participants will have an opportunity to create a work of art 
to take home with them. 
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Above:
Cecil Williams,  DeÞance 
(Second Place Award), Oil on 
canvas; Working Class 
Heroes

Left: 
Jack Summers, Tools of the 
Trade 1, Tools of the Trade 2 
(Third Place Award), Mixed 
media collage; Working 
Class Heroes

Scarab Club programming is 
generously supported by
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Member News 
 Julie Sabit was  a guest artist at the De-
troit Institute of Arts on Sunday, March 13th. 
She showed many of her works as well as 
demonstrating oil painting to an appreciative 
crowd in the DIA’s popular ongoing educa-
tional program. Bill Murcko and Charles 

Alexander have also participated in the 
program.
 Pat Duff, Lynn Jovick, Deborah Mar-

low Kashdan and Laura Little exhibited 
work in the Pittman-Puckett Gallery at Af-
firmations, Ferndale, through March 31st. 
The invitational exhibition, titled Four 
Women Only, was curated by Affirmations 
gallery director, Charles Alexander. “This 
exhibition showcased works  by four straight 
artist allies,” wrote Charles, “many of whom 
have lesbian and gay friends, and support 
LGBT equality issues. It’s part of the Cen-
ter’s bridge-building between communities. 

Participation by allies  has been outstanding, 
including a recent solo exhibit by a nun!” 
 Marianne Letasi will have a solo pho-
tography exhibition at Oakwood Hospital in 
April and May.
 Scarab members have been well repre-
sented in recent exhibitions at the gallery. 
Women Image Culture, featured the work of  
Agnes Gira and Lisa Poszyvak. Working 
Class Heroes includes Charles Alexander, 
James Homer Brown, Pat Duff, G. Jesse 
Gledhill, Gail Hayton, Terri Light, Carole Mo-
risseau, Dennis Orlowski, John Peters, 
VATO, and Don Wieland. Congratulations!
 Scarab Club board member and sketch 
session moderator, John Wickey, is recu-
perating after surgery. Send John wishes for 
a speedy recovery, care of the Scarab Club. 
We’ll be sure that he gets the cards and let-
ters. Our thanks to Lindsay Langmaid  and 
Carole Morisseau, who are filling in for 
John at the Thursday and Saturday sketch 
sessions until he’s  back on his feet.
 Delphine Iwankowski  has been invited 
to show her work in the Ghost Fleet Gallery 
in Nags Head, North Carolina. The work will 
be part of the exhibition, Sense of Place, 
which will be shown in April.
 Congratulations to Scarab photographer, 
Beverly Benson Wolf, whose work was se-
lected for inclusion in the 2012 Sierra Club 
calendar.
 IN REMEMBRANCE Our sincere sym-
pathy goes out to the families of Carolyn 

Keith, Jane Olds (wife of Jack Olds), and 
Vince Orbaczewski. They will be greatly 
missed by their friends at the Scarab Club.

(Left to right) Laura Little, Lynn Jovick, 
Pat Duff, Deborah Marlow Kashdan at the 
opening reception for their group exhibi-
tion, Four Womyn Only, at Affirmations, 
Ferndale. 
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Scarab Club Board
of Directors & Staff

Executive Board
James Tottis, President
Al Gutierrez, Vice President
Lynn Jovick, Secretary
Nina Maggart, Treasurer

Board of Directors
Charles Alexander
Rick Bone
William Burdet, Jr.
Donna Cyrbok
Karl Denton
Kathleen Ericson
Leslie Keeton
Susan Larsen
Carole Morriseau
Mary Rubio
Aric ‘VATO’ Tosqui
John Wickey

Patricia Reed, Ex Officio

Christine Renner, 
	 Executive Director

Treena Flannery Ericson, 
	 Gallery Director

 Several changes have gone into effect during 
the past month regarding weekly sketch sessions 
due to the City  of Detroit Ordinance 10 Chapter 
5. In order to comply with the ordinance, the 
Scarab Club must require all attendees to register 
three weeks in advance for life drawing sessions.   
Once this requirement has been filled the Scarab 
Club may once again host life drawing sessions 
every  Thursday night (at the moment the organi-
zation has a clothed model). Three week regis-
tration is not required for costumed models.  
 The Scarab Club requires all sketch session 
attendees to enter at the front door and sign in 

with staff.  For the protection and security of 
attendees, the organization also requests a copy 
of a driver’s license and student  ID to be kept on 
file.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

Nominations and 
Elections Committee Dates
 The Scarab Club Nominations and Elections 
Committee has selected Thursday, April 21st and 
Thursday, May 19th for nominations and elec-
tion nights.  All members will receive notice in 
the mail three weeks prior to nomination’s night.  
Four officers and one director’s seat  will be 
filled for the 2011 Scarab Club Board of Direc-
tor’s election.  

Sketch Session Policy Change

From the Archives:
House Rules, circa: 1950


